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The Answer 
By Ruth Evangeline MacGregor 


BABY died. The flame was lit 
Then flickered and went out. 

“If there be God,” I questioned, “Why?” 
My soul was pierced with doubt. 


“Is God omnipotent?” I asked, 
“And can He still allow 

Such futile waste of human life?” 
My anguished heart cried, “How?” 


Forgive me, God. For, since that day, 
I’ve watched these parents grow 

In understanding, faith, and love, 
And now I know—I know. 


What To Do With Burdens 


Are we to bear our burdens with 
grim resignation, or is there a better 
way? If they come from disobedience— 
confession, repentance, and obedience 
are the remedies. But when they come 
as we are walking in the Spirit and 
doing God’s will, then He has made 
ample provision for them. The follow- 
ing helpful thoughts on the real mean- 
ing of a Christian’s burdens and what 
he should do with them came in a re- 
cent letter from a missionary: “The 
other day I was reading in my regular 
reading Psalm 55:22—the verse which 
the Lord had given me at the outset 
‘of this school year as sort of a ‘year 
verse’ for 1957—‘Cast thy ‘burden upon 
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee. .. .’ 
Having read it often and meditated fre- 
quently in that verse in recent months, 


I decided to study it in the original to 
see if there was any new thought there 
that I was missing. Perhaps some of 
the things that came out might be of 
interest to some of the rest of you who 
have a ‘burden’ from time to time. It 
was one of the most refreshing periods 
of study I have had in a long time. In the 
first place, the ‘word ‘cast’ is a violent 
word in the Hebrew. It means to ‘cast 
a stone,’ to ‘throw someone out,’ to ‘cast 
behind one’s back.’ Thus, just as when 
a stone is thrown and the thrower frees 
himself entirely and completely of the 
stone, we are to throw our burden com- 
pletely and finally on the Lord, not re- 
taining any part of it, amy more than 
the thrower retains a part of a stone 
when he casts it away. Secondly, the 
word ‘burden’ comes from the same 
root as one of the Hebrew verbs mean- 
ing ‘to give.’ It is a form which can 
be translated ‘what He has given thee.’ 
Thus, our burdens are really things 
which the Lord Jesus Himself has given 
us. Sometimes they may be responsi- 
bilities, sometimes trials, but they come 
from the Lord, having been ‘given’ to 
us, and now they are to be thrown back 
upon Him. Thirdly, the word ‘sustain’ 
is stronger in the Hebrew than in Eng- 
lish. It means more than just to sus- 
tain in a neutral sort of way. It means 


‘to sustain with nourishment.’ That is, 
the Lord does not just hold us up, ‘keep- 
ing us up to par,’ as it were. Rather, 
He sustains us in a positive way ‘with 
nourishment’ to provide strength not 
only to bear what we must carry, but 
to move forward in an active and posi- 
tive way for Him. So, it is not a mat- 
ter of ‘bearing up’ under a burden; it 
is a matter of joyously and triumphantly 
being nourished by the Lord Himself to 
be buoyant and victorious in carrying 
out our work for Him.” The well- 
known New Testament counterpart to 
the verse in the Psalms is 1 Peter 5:7, 
“Casting all your care upon him; for 
he careth for you.” The key to the right 
kind of care-lessmess here described is 
found in the verses just preceding: 
“Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility for God re- 
sisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time.” There is 
complete rest for the spirit in Him who 
said: “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light” (Matt. 11: 28-30). 


I. The Seven Wonders of Prayer 


By Armin R. Gesswein 


I. Prayer Is WorsHIP 
EDITATION: By prayer we enter 
M into God’s holy temple, and 
penetrate at once to the throne 
of His grace. Prayer is not only the 
shortest distance to God’s mighty 
throne; it is the only way in. To think 
that this supreme wonder could take 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 




















place so suddenly, with one bold blood- 
bought step! There we see the Lord 
Jesus, ever living to pray for us, and 
to give us of His own praying, by His 
Spirit. Glorious discovery: He is only 
a prayer away! The veil of sense and 
space that hides Him within His tem- 
ple-universe is suddenly removed as we 
pray. We enter silently into His tem- 
ple, and lo, suddenly we are before 
His throne. Priests, before our great 
High Priest. There, too, we are sud- 
denly in the presence of angels and 
archangels, and with all the company 
of Heaven we worship and adore Him. 
Only there do we discover the wonder 
of worship, that worship is before work, 
and that all His works are done in the 
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spirit of worship. There are many 
churchgoers, but few worshipers, be- 
cause there are few pray-ers. 

Scripture: “Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name” (Psa. 100:4). 

“And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 5:13). 

“God is a Spirit: and they that wor- 
ship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth” (John 4:24). 

Sentence Sermon: Prayer opens 
Heaven even now. Therefore, let us 
pray! 

II. Prayer Is WAITING ON Gop 

Meditation: Only those who wait on 
Him can wait for: Him. Theirs is the 
patience of the saints. His patience be- 
comes theirs. Only those who wait on 
Him can wait on others. In the end 
they also experience being waited on by 
them. 

In prayer we learn to wait. There 
we cease from our feverish haste and 
restlessness, for we are before Him. 
We also enter into His rest, where we 
cease from our own works. “Prayer is 
wonderful relaxation; it rests me,” 
writes a missionary. 

We also listen, for there He speaks, 
and all the earth is silent before Him. 
"In prayer we learn to hear Him speak 
first, and then we speak; He works, 
and then we work. All proceeds from 
Him: words and works—and, in wor- 
ship. There we learn that God only 
blesses that which comes from Himself. 

Prayer brings out God’s personality 
to the full, and also mine. A minister 
said, “My personality is zero until I 
pray.” ‘ 

Prayer puts me in the place where 
God can do it all. It is His one way of 
keeping our lives on a constant miracle 
basis. Therefore, let us pray! 

Scripture: “Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh. to you” (Jas. 4:8). 

“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him. . . . Those that wait upon the 
Lord, they shall inherit the earth” (Psa. 
37:7, 9). 

“But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they’ shall 
mount up with ‘wings as eagles; they 
shal] run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 

Sentence Sermon: The Lord works 
for those that wait upon Him. 

III. Prayer Is WALKING WitH Gop 

Meditation: Prayer is communion and 
fellowship, and our walk is one of com- 
munion with the Lord. . 

Fellowship seems to be a form -of 
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prayer, when the Lord Jesus is in the 
midst. 

In prayer we talk with God, walk 
with God, and work with God. It is 
as we walk with God that we also learn 
to work with God. 

There, in His way, His works appear. 

The “promised land” is, in a real 
sense, the land of promises. It is as 
we pray that we inherit the promises, 
and that God fulfills them. The prom- 
ises of God are shaped, one by one, for 
our preying. There we learn to take 
off our shoes and worship, for we are 
on holy ground. After we have learned 
to kneel long on His promises, we will 
learn to live by them and for them. 
They become our home. By prayer we 
enter into every word of God. It like- 
wise enters into us, and we live by 
every word of God. It is thus that we 
advance in that: land: on our knees. 
Knee-action, then foot-work, is the way. 

We are no farther along with God 
than we are on our knees. Also, we are 
no taller spiritually than we are in 
prayer. “What that church needs,” it 
was said, “is a man so tal] that he can 
reach Heaven on his knees.” 

If we are too busy to pray, ,we are 
not only too busy, but barren. What- 
ever else we may do, we certainly are 
not doing the works of God. 

“We will never be much for God un- 
less we are much with God,” writes a 
minister, 

Everything that the Lord Jesus did was 
easy, except prayer. Usually He spoke but 
a word, and it was done: whether 
preaching, teaching, healing, casting out 
demons, calling disciples, stilling the 
storm, feeding five thousand miracu- 
lously, or raising Lazarus from the dead. 
But one thing was work, even sweat, 
tears, and agony; that was His praying. 
There He labored, and put in the real 
man-hours. It was the one great work 
out of which all His works came; the 
great ministry in the ministry, out of 
which all ministry was born. 

The labor of prayer also is clearly 
brought out*by the strong words used 
in the New Testament: Seeking— 
knocking — supplication — importunity 
—intercession—give ourselves. contin- 
ually to prayer—continual coming—ef- 
fectual fervent prayer—strong crying 
and tears, etc. 

Christ was too busy to have time to 
pray; therefore He took time for it. And 
we must do the same, or we shal] never 
pray in these days. Many have taken 
Christ as Saviour who have not yet 
taken Him as Example. This is very 
serious: The New Testament writers 
were as much in dead earnest when 
they took Christ as their Example as 
they were in taking Him as their Re- 
deemer. 

Scripture: “Created . unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them” (Eph. 
2:10): 
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Christ hath left “us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 

“Grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 
4:15). 

“If we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). 

Sentence Sermon: The Christian life 
is a life of Christ, and the life of Christ 
today is largely a life of prayer. 

IV. Prayer Is Work 


Meditation: All of God’s works are 
wrought by prayer. Prayer works, 
“changes things,” because through it 
God works. By prayer we enter into 
His works. Prayer not only works, but 
it is work, real work—both for Him in 
Heaven, and for us on earth. If we do 
not learn to pray, we shall not amount 
to a thing for God. For it is the one 
work where we behold God doing His 
work. There we become workers to- 
gether with God. Like Christ, and with 
Him, it is in prayer that we must put 
in the real man-hours of labor. All else 
is easy, when we learn to labor in 
prayer. Christ labored in prayer to the 
point of sweat, tears, and agony. 

Prayer is our main ministry in the 
ministry, even as it was His. Yes, it 
is right now His one supreme ministry, 
for He “ever liveth to make interces- 
sion” for us (Heb. 7:25). 

Prayer is the highest and holiest 


(Continued on page 477) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Scriptural Sanctification 


In “Notes on Open Letters” will 
you please explain just what is meant 
by the term “entire sanctification”? 
What view does THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times take regarding this doctrine? 
—An Ontario reader. 


It is probable that some who teach 
what they call “entire sanctification” 
mean sinless perfection; that it is pos- 
sible for a Christian to reach a point 
where he can never sin again. But the 
Times does not hold this view. Expe- 
rience and Scripture show that God’s 
people can and do sin. There are few 
Bible characters of whom no sin is re- 
corded, and the record tells us of Da- 
vid’s grave sin among many others. An 
outstanding New Testament example is 
that of the Corinthian Christians, whom 
Paul addressed as “the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints .. .” (1 Cor. 1:2). But in the 
same Epistle he rebuked them for very 
grave sin which existed among them 
(chaps. 5 and 6). 

The Times holds the position taught 


(Continued on page 484): 
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ll. ls Cremation Christian? 


Four reasons why the author feels he cannot 


support the practice 


ERE, briefly, are four reasons 

why, as a Christian, this writer 

cannot lend his support to the 
practice of cremation: 

1. It is of heathen origin. It is not 
difficult to understand why people who 
are not well acquainted with the Scrip- 
tures lend their support to this pagan 
practice. It was not surprising, there-_ 
fore, to read in the Montreal Star, in 
1953, that Joseph Stalin requested that 
his body be cremated. He was not a 
Christian but a Communist, and, natu- 
rally, would not have a conscience about 
it. However, contrary to his request, 
his body was actually embalmed. 

Then, too, another Communist, the 
late Andrei Y. Vishinsky, the chief 
Soviet delegate to the United Nations, 
may be mentioned. He died of a heart 
attack in New York on November 22, 
1954, at the age of seventy-one years. 
His body was laid in a copper-lined 
casket which cost $8,000, and was flown 
to Moscow by way of France. He lay 
in state for a time in Moscow’s historic 
Hall of Columns, after which his body 
was cremated and the ashes laid away 
in an urn. Communism has done every- 
thing possible to obliterate the standards 
and customs of Christianity, even that 
of Christian burial. 


Early Heathen Practices 

According to historical] records, the 
idea of reducing human bodies to ashes 
originated in ancient heathen lands. It 
seems to have been the usual method 
among the prehistoric Indo-European 
races. Many of the American Indian 
tribes burned their dead. Rome early 
practiced this abhorrent custom. To- 
day, in India, this is a common practice 
among the Hindus, but the Mohamme- 
dans bury their dead. 

I asked a missionary from India if 
the Christians of that land cremated 
their dead. With a look of surprise he 
said, “Positively not! Cremation is 
heathen. The Christians of India bury 
their dead because burial is Christian.” 
There is absolutely nothing Christian 
about cremation, it is as pagan as idol 
worship. 

In the year 1873, a physician, Sir 
Henry Thompson, advocated the intro- 
duction of cremation into England on 
the premise of sanitation. But strong 
Public feeling was against the innova- 
tion, with the result that it has made 
very little progress. The first crema- 
torium built in the U.S.A. was at Wash- 
ington, Pa., in the year 1876. It was 
first used for the incineration of the 
body of Baron DePalm, in December 


Last week Mr. Fraser told some- 
thing of the background of the 
practice of cremation and gave Old 
Testament examples of the care used 
in burial of the dead when cre- 
mation would have been more con- 
venient. This second and final 
article gives the Biblical teaching 
regarding the sanctity of the be- 
liever’s body, and other important 
reasons for rejecting this barbarous 
custom. 

Mr. Fraser’s two articles are 
available, in a single pamphlet, 
from the author, 1481 Leclair Ave., 
Verdun, Quebec, Can., at 10 cents 
each, $1 a dozen, or $7 a hundred. 








of that year. Some individuals have 
requested cremation in an attempt to 
escape the resurrection and the life to 
come. How utterly ignorant and foolish 
of them. But regardless of how popu- 
lar or unpopular this practice may be- 
come, it is still pagan, 

2. It is an aid to crime. This is some- 
thing that is not very well known, but 
it is one of the reasons why the prac- 
tice has made little headway in Chris- 
tian lands. It has been stated by those 
who are in a position to know, that, in 
the detection of criminal poisoning, a 
proper analysis cannot be obtained after 
cremation, therefore it is a positive aid 
to crime. There should be laws for- 
bidding the cremation of all bodies of 
those having died from poisoning or 
other suspicious causes. 

The sudden death of a certain man 
in an eastern Ontario city attracted 
much public attention. After the burial 
a common rumor resulted in a post- 
mortem examination, which yielded evi- 
dence that the deceased had died as the 
result of a dose of strychnine. An ar- 
rest was made and after questioning, the 
accused was committed to trial for mur- 
der by judge and jury, but was ac- 
quitted because of insufficient evidence. 
We were told that it was one of those 
cases where they knew who was re- 
sponsible, but could not at the time 
secure sufficient legal evidence. But 
reference is made to the incident be- 
cause, before the arrest, the accused is 
alleged to have said to a certain mor- 
tician, “My mistake was, that I did not 
have his body cremated.” Every per- 
son with a Christian conscience should 
avoid even thinking favorably of this 
screen to crime. 

3. It is a barbarqus act. Here is an 
extract from a letter from a British Co- 
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lumbia reader to THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times of September 15, 1934: 

The question [of cremation] was 
brought home to us when our mother 
was called Home. At first it was de- 
cided to cremate the body, principally 
with the thought of some day taking 
the “ashes” to the old home in the 
East and burying them in the family 
plot in the old cemetery. On finding 
out the process of cremation, from 
first to last, we immediately decided 
in favor of burial. .. . Anyone who 
knows little or nothing about crema- 
tion should find out all about it be- 
fore thinking of cremating the body 
of a loved one. Even from a human 
standpoint, without considering the re- 
ligious side of the question, it seems 
wrong. 

A great many refined people shrink 
from consigning the bodies of loved 
ones to destruction by the process of 
cremation, because of its apparent in- 
human and pagan aspect. After all, 
the custom was handed down from the 
barbarous peoples of the dark ages. 
Most certainly it is inhuman and god- 
less, to say the least. 

I am not concerned about the resur- 
rection of bodies that have been cre- 
mated, for God can, and He will, raise 
from the dead all bodies of believers 
and unbelievers who have been burned, 
buried, or eaten, and of all who lie 
in the depths of the seas, or who have 
been blown to atoms or destroyed in 
any way. His power and ability are 
infinite. 


But One Christian Way 

When we lay away the body in the 
grave, according to the sentence of God, 
it returns to earth in the natural way, 
or by an act of God, whereas cremation 
is an act of man. God said, “In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till‘thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return” 
(Gen. 3:19). According to divine pre- 
cept and example, there is but one 
Christian way to dispose of our dead, 
and that is to bury them. This brings 
me to my last, but most important point. 

4. Cremation is anti-Biblical, there- 
fore unchristian. One of the most ele- 
mentary principles of Christian thought 
and life is expressed in the apostolic 
words, “Ye are not your own” (1 Cor. 
6:19). This sense of divine ownership 


rather than self-ownership is the in- 
spiration of all Christian dignity and 
strength. The doctrine of the Resur- 
rection reminds us that our body is not 
to be treated as a temporary thing, as 
belonging to this stage of existence only. 
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Rather than give our consent to de- 
stroy God’s property in the oven of a 
crematorium, every loved one should 
be affectionately and carefully laid 
away whole in the mother earth, like 
the body of our Saviour. His body was 
lovingly and tenderly prepared for 
burial according to the customs of God’s 
people (John 19:38-42). The people of 
God considered as sacred all burial 
grounds, and marked the place where 
each body was interred. 

The reason why some Christians have 
had the bodies of friends or relatives 
cremated is because most Protestant 
preachers have failed to teach the great 
Bible docirine of the sanctity of the 
Christian’s body. Many claim to have 
declared the whole council of God who 
have never taught or preached this 
major subject. This is a very grave omis- 
sion, for in Malachi 2:7 we read, “For the 
priest’s [preacher’s] lips should keep 
knowledge, and they [the people] 
should seek the law at his mouth; for 
he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.” 

The sanctity of the body was a doc- 
trine in Israel that was carefully taught. 
They were charged that they must not 
copy the customs of the heathen nations. 
They were expressly taught not to cut, 
mark, or tattoo their bodies (Deut. 14: 
1, 2). This teaching of the sacredness 
of the bodies of God’s people is carried 
into the New Testament and is enjoined 
upon Christians everywhere in such 
portions as 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; Ro- 
mans 6:13; 12:1; and in 14:8, the apostle 
says, “Whether we live therefore, or 
die, we are the Lord’s.” Christianity 
not only concerns itself with the soul 
but also with the body, for both have 
been redeemed. 

The Apostle Paul, like his Saviour, 
often taught great lessons by asking 
questions, and then answering them. In 
1 Corinthians 6:9-20, he asks four ques- 
tions as he proceeds to prove the sacred- 
ness of the Christian’s body. Just briefly 
three are here mentioned: 

(1) “Know ye not that the unright- 
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God?” (v. 9.) He then names ten classes 
of society that are disqualified for 
Heaven in verses 9 and 10. These Corin- 
thians were heathen when Paul first 
preached the Gospel to them. They had 
been a wicked and unclean people, but, 
by acknowledging their guilt to God and 
accepting Christ as their Saviour, they 
became children of God. 

(2) “Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ?” (v. 15.) 
He goes on to say, “Shall I then take 
the members of Christ, and make them 
the members of an harlot [use them 
for immoral purposes)?” He then 
makes this observation, “He that is 
joined unto the Lord is one spirit” (v. 
17). He is proving the oneness of the 
believer with his Lord. In the light of 
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this statement, it is an immoral act to 
abuse the body by subjecting it to cre- 
mation. ; 

(3) “What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s” (vs, 19, 20). Now 
then observe that, according to the 
teaching of both Old and New Testa- 
ments: 

a. Our bodies belong to God. 

b. They are the members of Christ. 

c. They are God’s by redemption. 

d. They are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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e. They are not our cwn. Self-own- 
ership is a pagan concept. 

f. They are cared for by God in life 
and after death. 

g. They are to be raised from the 
dead. 

This writer was asked recently to 
officiate at the funeral service of a body 
that was to be cremated. He sympa- 
thetically refused. When asked, “Why?” 
his answer was, “As a minister of Jesus 
Christ I only officiate at Christian 
burials.” In answer to the question of 
the title of this article, “Is It Christian 
to Cremate Our Dead?” his answer is 
“No! It is of heathen origin, an aid 
to crime, a barbarous act, also anti- 
Biblical, therefore unChristian.” 


VERDUN, QUEBEC, CAN. 


The Laymen’s Christian Fundamentalist Association 
of Cumberland, Md. 


A group of business and professional men who study systematic theology together 


EARLY ten years ago, five Chris- 
tian laymen met in a lawyer’s 
office, in Cumberland, Md., to discuss 
the formation of a laymen’s organiza- 
tion for the study of systematic the- 
ology. It was the consensus of opinion 
at this meeting that, humanly speaking, 
the principal cause of the growth and 
spread of Modernism is the ignorance 
of the laity concerning the fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity. It was ob- 
served that very few laymen have any 
intellectual conception of what Chris- 
tianity is, or who Jesus Christ is. The 
same criticism is applicable to a large 
percentage of the ministry, although we 
are not discussing the ministry in this 
article. Resulting from this meeting, 
the Laymen’s Christian Fundamentalist 
Association of Cumberland, Md., was 
formed for the purpose of the theologi- 
cal indoctrination of its members. 
The major premise of this association 
is, “That the truth or the falsity of 
Christianity depends entirely upon the 
truth or the falsity of certain alleged 
historical facts; that if the alleged his- 
torical facts upon which Christianity is 
predicated are historical facts, Chris- 
tianity must be true; that if the alleged 
historical facts upon which Christianity 
is predicated are not historical facts, 
Christianity must be false.” We have 
never been challenged on the sound- 
ness of this major premise. We as- 
sumed that the best way to learn and 
defend the historical facts upon which 
Christianity is based is through the 
study of systematic theology. We have 
not been disappointed in this assump- 
tion. : 
It follows from the above, that our 
positive work is the study of systematic 
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theology. Since it is intellectually im- 
possible to be positive (for) anything 
without being negative (against) those 
things that seek to destroy that for 
which we are positive, our negative 
work is militant opposition to all forms 
of Modernism. We have no patience 
with the intellectual nonsense so popu- 
lar with some Fundamentalists today, 
that Christians should only proclaim the 
Gospel and not engage in controversy. 
This anomalous position is not found in 
the Bible. 


to defend the sheep against the wolves; 
otherwise, there would soon be no sheep 
left to feed. On the other hand, to be 
entirely negative, against something 
without being able to give any reason 
for our opposition, is not far removed 
from superstition and leads to fanati- 
cism. Therefore, we strive to maintain 
the proper balance between the posi- 
tive and the negative. We believe that 
there is no better way to maintain this 
balance than through the study of sys- 
tematic theology. 

In our study of systematic theology, 
included in our method of working is 
a monthly seminar, presided over by 
the moderator of our association. Dur- 
ing the nearly ten years of our exist- 
ence, we have never omitted one of 
these monthly seminars. The seminars 
are opened with prayer, followed by 
a review of the last seminar given by 
our secretary, who is an outstanding 
physician and surgeon and_ scholar. 
After the review, the moderator, who is 
a lawyer, introduces the present sub- 
ject of study in a lecture, which usually 
requires an hour for delivery. This is 
followed by questions, and answers, and 


While we are required to ° 
“feed my sheep,” we are also required- 
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Lesson for June 30, 


expressions of opinion by the member- 
ship. Each seminar is exactly two hours 
in duration, and this time is never short- 
ened or extended. Since our seminars 
are engaged in the objective and factual 
aspects of Christianity, which are so 
terribly neglected in the -conventional 
religious meetings, the entire time is 
devoted to theological indoctrination. 
We have no singing, nor ritual, nor 
emotional exercises. We feel that the 
need is so great and that the oppor- 
tunities are so few for the indoctrination 
of the laity that we must confine the 
seminar to systematic theology. 

Furthermore, there is always a danger 
in an organization of this type to take 
up “hobbies” and to major in minors. 
We very carefully guard against such 
tendencies. When one starts majoring 
in minors, there is great danger that 
this will lead to minoring in majors. We 
have eighteen denominations repre- 
sented in our membership. We have 
always had perfect unity and complete 
agreement in the ecumenical fundamen- 
tals of Christianity. On denominational 
hobbies we have many differences of 
opinion, but these differences of opin- 
ion have never disturbed our perfect 
unity in the essentials of Christianity. 
It would be impossible for a visitor at a 
seminar to detect the denominational 
affiliation of the various members. In 
fact, no member, except the moderator, 
knows the denominational affiliation of 
all the members. When we attack the 
Modernism in the various denomina- 
tions, everybody says, “Amen,” and no 
one is offended. This unity is not due 
to any compromise on any fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity. We avoid no 
controversial subject. We do major in 
majors (those doctrines that are fun- 
damental to Christianity), and we do 
minor in minors (those matters of opin- 
ion that have no value in dealing with 
salvation through Christ). We do not 
elevate “matters of opinion” to “articles 
of faith.” 

On the negative side, in action, we 
strongly protested the presentation of 
the “Interpreter’s Bible” to the public 
library by the Cumberland Minis- 
terium. There was not one man who 
defended his own pastor for this out- 
rage. It is unnecessary to state that we 
are not popular with the Cumberland 
Ministerium. 

In our seminar work, we spend much 
time on false doctrines that lead peo- 
ple astray and destroy faith in the fun- 
damental doctrines of Christianity. For 
instance, when we studied the great 
ecumenical fundamental homoousian 
doctrine (which asserts that the Son of 
God is of the same essence or substance 
with the Father), we also made a careful 
Study of the false homoiousian doctrine 
(which states that the Son is essen- 
tially like the Father), and the heter- 
oousian doctrine (which holds that the 
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Son is of a different substance from the 
Father). This is very important, be- 
cause if either homoiousian or heter- 
oousian be true, homoousian must be 
false, and if homoousian is false, Chris- 
tianity is false. It is impossible to intel- 
lectually establish the truth of any 
fundamental doctrine of Christianity 
without exposing the errors of all con- 
tra-doctrines. A good lawyer must not 
only be able to- establish the premise 
that he is defending, but he must also 
be able to show the fallacies in all con- 
trapremises. This is a good rule to fol- 
low in the teaching of systematic theol- 
ogy. I trust that some of the preachers 
and teachers who read this article will 
catch the point. Intelligent laymen are 
not satisfied with a half-way presen- 
tation of a subject. 

Another very important point is that 
no serious question should remain un- 
answered. The question might seem un- 
important to the teacher, but in any 
serious group, any question is important 
to the one who asks it. If you do not 
know the answer, state frankly that you 
do not know, but that you will look 
it up and report at the next meeting. 
Never start bluffing. Nothing will shake 
the confidence of laymen more than this. 
Furthermore, never avoid answering a 
question (because you do not know the 
answer) by engaging in an exhortation 
or devotional. Exhortations and devo- 
tionals are fine in their place, but these 
are not proper procedures for answer- 
ing a question that is troubling the 
asker. 

It is constantly emphasized in our 
seminars that knowledge, in itself, is 
not sufficient to make one a Christian. 
While knowledge about Christianity is 
very important, there is no salvation, 
except by grace through faith plus noth- 
ing. We spent one year in the study. of 
salvation through Christ, and another 
year in the study of the atonement. We 
made it crystal clear that the false doc- 
trine of the universal fatherhood of God 
and the universal brotherhood of man 
is pure paganism. There are two 
brotherhoods, not one. Through regen- 
eration alone, one becomes a son of God, 
by adoption, and a member of the 
brotherhood of the redeemed. The un- 
regenerated belong to another brother- 
hood the brotherhood of the damned, 
and the Devil is their father. 

In conclusion, this is one fundamen- 
talist organization that spells “Funda- 
mentalist” with a capital “F” and has 
never been referred to as “ignoramus” 
or “queer.” Over forty colleges and 
universities are represented in our 
group. Included in our membership 
are federal, state, county and city offi- 
cials, doctors, lawyers, educators, lead- 
ers in business, officials in industry, 
workers in the shops, farmers, and 
others. It is a very democratic group. 
There has never been a suggestion that 
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one calling is exalted over another. The 
result is, a perfect unity in fundamental 
doctrines and great diversities in de- 
nominational differences, in a _ truly 
Scriptural fellowship. 


w 
The Seven Wonders of Prayer 


(Continued from second page) 


work, and yet it is the most neglected 
ministry on earth. For want of inter- 
cession, we are low on the mighty 
works of God. 

Our generation has yet to see prayer 
as a ministry, and to take God at His 
Word on this subject. 

It is while we pray that God works, 
if we can but see Him—not merely be- 
fore, or after prayer. Our idea is, “Let 
us pray, and then get on with the work.” 
But prayer is our real work. We so 
often think of prayer as a prefix or a 
suffix to an otherwise busy round. But 
God’s works are wrought as we pray, 
and while we pray. 

It brings a revolution to any minister 
or Christian, once he believes God's 
Word on this point. 

His works are done through prayer, 
for He always works out from His 
throne by intercession. It is not only 
His intercession, but ours, too: for, by 
His Spirit, He not only prays for us, 
but in us. He gives us of His own great 
praying—and that is true praying in- 
deed. s 

We are not just to imitate His pray- 


.ing, but to enter into it, receive it, and 


have it enter into us. That is how we 
enter into His works, become “labourers 
together with God,” and learn to cease 
from our own works. We learn in this 
way to work with Him, instead of for 
Him. Sons, and no longer slaves. 

Then, after we have prayed, we walk 
with the Lord Jesus into the works He 
has wrought in answer to prayer. 
Prayer is our real work. 

Working is drudgery. Even working 
for the Lord is dreary. But working 
with Him is delight. 

In His Kingdom, it is those to whom 
He ministers who minister. The con- 
quered conquer, and the followers of 
Christ lead others. 

When we work with God—as we do in 
prayer—we shal] see the works of God. 

Scripture: “In every thing by prayer 
and supplication ... let your requests 
be made known unto God” (Phil, 4:6). 

“Workers together with him” (2. Cor. 
6:1). 

“For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil, 2:13). 

“The effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). 

Sentence Sermon: With God, prayer 
is not everything, but everything is by 
prayer. 

(To be continued) 
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LESSON 13. JUNE 30. JOSEPH, MAN OF MERCY 


Genesis 41:53 to 50:26; printed text, 45:3-15 
Golden Text.—Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.—Matt. 5:7 


THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 45:3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; 
doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer 
him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, 
I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph 
your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with your- 
selves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before 
you to preserve life. 

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: 
and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither 
be earing nor harvest. 

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, 
Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 


10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou 
shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all 
that thou hast: 

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five 
years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that 
thou hast, come to poverty. 

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, 
and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring 
down my father hither. 

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and 
wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon 
them: and after that his brethren talked with him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
N CONNECTION with the last of 
I these three lessons in the life of 
Joseph it might be profitable to give 
a simple outline. Here is a suggestion, 
presenting Joseph in five relationships. 


1. Joseph, the Son—Beloved (Gen. 37: 
1-3) 
(1) The fact of the paternal favor 
(2) The reason of the paternal favor 
(3) The token of the paternal favor 


2. Joseph, the Brother—Hated (vs, 4-36) 
(1) Hated for his coat 
(2) Hated for his reports 
(3) Hated for his dreams 


3. Joseph, the Servant—Degraded (39: 
1-20) 
(1) Faithful and prosperous 
(2) Tempted and triumphant 
(3) Accused and humiliated 


4. Joseph, the Prince—Exalted (v. 21 
to 41:57) 
(1) A study in divine ordering 
(2) A study in divine preparing 
(3) A study in divine vindicating 
5. Joseph, the Saviour—Renowned (42:1 
to 47:26) 
(1) Physical salvation 
(2) Political salvation 
(3) Moral salvation 


Verse by Verse 
Gen. 45:3.—“.’. 
my father yet live? 


. I am Joseph; doth 
. they were 


= < bd “ 


troubled at his presence.” The story 
from 42:1 to this point should be read 
before proceeding. In revealing his 
identity, Joseph’s first thought was of 
his father. The revelation was not a 
happy one to the brothers, in the light 
of their treatment of Joseph. It was 
twenty-two years since they had sold 
Joseph. 


Verse 4.—“. . . Come near to me... 
I am Joseph . . . whom ye sold into 
Egypt.” To this time they had been 
standing at a respectful distance. Now, 
in reaffirming his identity, Joseph re- 
calls their sin. Compare Zechariah 13:6. 
When the Lord Jesus reveals Himself 
to Israel, their sin will be recalled. 


Verse 5.—“. . . be not grieved ... for 
God did send me before you to pre- 
serve life.” This is a perfectly human 
touch. They had every reason to be 
grieved for their evil deed, but Joseph 
comforts them by emphasizing the di- 
vine purpose. Actually their guilt was 
none the less, however much good had 
come out of their action. 


Verse 6.—“. .. yet there are five years 
. neither be earing nor harvest.” 
Here Joseph reveals to them what he 
as a prophet had learned from God 
through the dreams of Pharaoh. The 
seven years of plenty had passed, and 
two of the seven years of famine. The 
next five years would be severe. 


Verse 7—‘“. . . God sent me... to 
save your lives by a great deliverance.” 
It was the very men who sold Joseph 
that God was planning to save through 


Joseph, that they might be “a great 
company that escape” (A.S.V., marg.). 


Verse 8.—“. . . not you. . . but God 
. @ father to Pharaoh ...a ruler 
throughout all the land of Egypt.” In 
the light of God’s manifest ordering of 
the whole, Joseph refused to recognize 
second causes. Even in their evil deeds 
they had been God’s unwitting instru- 
ments. 


Verse 9.—“Haste ye . ..God hath made 
me lord of all Egypt: come down unto 
me...” Now his brethren were to be 
his messengers, to carry both the good 
news and the invitation to Jacob. The 
very brothers who had offered the “evi- 
dence” of his son’s death (37:32) were 
sent with evidence of his life and ex- 
altation. 


Verse 10.—“. . . the land of Goshen... 
near unto me...” Goshen, on the east 
of Egypt, was rich in pasture, and there- 
fore suitable for herds and flocks. 


Verse 11.—“And there will I nourish 
thee ... lest thou .. . come to poverty.” 
It would take more than the pastures 
of Goshen to nourish them in the five 
years of drought yet ahead, but the 
bounty of Egypt would be theirs for 
Joseph’s sake. 

Verse 12.—*. . . your eyes see... my 
mouth that speaketh unto you.” It was 
still difficult for them to believe their 
senses, so he appeals to his speech. In 
twenty-two years he had not forgotten 
his native tongue. 


Verse 13.—“, . . tell my father of all 
my glory in Egypt. ;: . haste and bring 
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Lesson for June 30 


down my father...” Their task was 
twofold—to tell and bring. The telling 
was to be based on personal experience. 
We can understand Joseph’s eagerness 
to see his father again. 

Verse 14.—“. . . his brother Benjamin’s 
neck, and wept...” Benjamin was his 
full brother, Rachel being their mother. 
The others were his half brothers. Hence 
the special bond between Joseph and 
Benjamin. Moreover, Benjamin had 
had no part in the plot against Joseph. 

Verse 15.—“. . . kissed all his brethren, 
and wept upon them .. . his brethren 
talked with him.” Yet Joseph's affec- 
tion embraced them all, until they were 
sufficiently at ease to talk freely with 
him. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The brothers were completely at the 
mercy of Joseph. Not only had his 
dreams come true in that they were 
bowing before him, but they were in 
his presence as men who were guilty. 
However well their evil deed had turned 
out for Joseph, their guilt was not 
thereby alleviated. It is no wonder, 
then, that they were troubled in his 
presence when he made himself known 
to them. 

Joseph’s thoughts, however, were far 
from retaliation and revenge. He had 
seen so much of the hand of God in his 
life that he was living above second 
causes. Three times over he affirms that 
it was God who sent him to Egypt (vs. 
5, 7, 8). He discerned the divine pur- 
pose init all “to preserve life” (v. 5), 
“to preserve you a posterity” (v. 7). 
In view of this, Joseph céuld not even 
bring himself to upbraid them, but 
rather comforted them, seeking to lift 
their hearts also to the work of God 
and His gracious purpose. 

Joseph was in the position where he 
had every right to command his 
brothers. He could have reduced them 
to servitude, but instead he imposed 
upon them a gracious commission. Ja- 
cob was still in Canaan. The families 
of Joseph’s brothers were there also. 
Two things must be done. Jacob must 
be informed of the truth concerning 
Joseph, his glory in Egypt, and Jacob 
with the whole patriarchal household 
must be brought down to Egypt to be 
cared for by royal bounty during the 
five years of famine which were yet 
before them. Thus after twenty-two 
years Jacob’s sons had to reverse their 
report concerning their brother Joseph. 
They had carried a blood-stained coat 
to convince their father that Joseph had 
been slain. Now they must carry pro- 
visions from Egypt as evidence that he 
was alive and exalted. 

But it was no cold-hearted ruler of 
Egypt who had thus 
them. It was a brother whose heart 
was knit to them, and before they de- 
parted he bestowed upon them every 
token of brotherly affection, until their 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. June 23.—God’s Steadfast Love. 
Genesis 39 to 41 
Next Week's Lesson 


1. July 7.—Miriam, a Leader in Is- 
rael. Exodus 2:1-10; 15:19-21; 
Numbers 12; 20:1; 26:59 








fear and embarrassment gave way to 
free and intimate conversation. Surely 
we have here a lovely picture of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Recognition (Gen. 45: 1-4) 
2. Explanation (vs. 5-8) 
3. Commission (vs. 9-13) 
4. Affection (vs. 14, 15) 


Topics for Development 

A Type of Christ. We ought to be 
cautious in the use of the word “type.” 
Nevertheless the parallels in the lives 
of Joseph and Christ are so many that 
I believe we are justified in using that 
term. (1) Like Christ, Joseph is the 
beloved one whom his father deter- 
mined to make the ruler over all. (2) 
Like Christ, he is sent to his brethren 
to seek their welfare. (3) Like Christ, 
he is hated of his brethren and rejected. 
(4) Like Christ, he is sold for money. 
(5) Like Christ, he is handed over to 
the Gentiles. (6) Like Christ, he is 
maligned and falsely accused. (7) Like 
Christ, he is highly exalted to be “a 
Prince and a Saviour” (Acts 5:31). (8) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many times did Joseph’s 
brothers go down to Egypt for 
grain? 

2. Whom did Joseph hold as hostage 
the first time? 

3. Whom did Joseph insist should be 
brought when the brothers came the 
second time? 

4. In what sense was Benjamin more 
closely related to Joseph than the 
others? 

5. Which of the brothers offered him- 
self to Joseph as a slave for the release 
of Benjamin? 

6. How were the brothers affected by 
the revelation that it was Joseph with 
whom they were dealing, and why were 
they so affected? 

7. What was Joseph’s explanation of 
his being sold into Egypt? 

8. What was God’s purpose in bring- 
ing Joseph into Egypt? 

9. What was the double charge which 
Joseph laid upon his brothers? 

10. What section of Egypt did Joseph 
choose as a dwelling for his father and 
brothers? 


(Answers on page 484) 
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Like Christ, he receives a Gentile bride 
in the day of his exaltation. (9) Like 
Christ, he is made known to his brethren 
who had cast himout. (10) Like Christ, 
he reconciles his brethren to himself. 
Doubtless others could be added, but 
these are sufficient to show an amazing 
parallel. 


Practical Applications 


There is nothing more uncomfortable 
than being in the presence of one whom 
we have wronged. How then will it 
fare with sinners when they stand in 
the presence of God? 

Just as Joseph was the reconciler for 
those who had done him wrong, so 
Jesus is the reconciler for sinners. We — 
can be reconciled to God only through 
the reconciliation in His blood (Rom. 
5:8): 

The best way to overcome resentment 
over what others have done to you is 
to see in it all the hand of God work- 
ing for your good. 

Once we have caught sight of the 
great purpose of God working in our 
lives we shall be little concerned with 
second causes. 

Just as Joseph’s brethren were com- 
missioned to tell. of him and to bring 
the patriarchal family to him, so we 
are commissioned to tell sinners of our 
exalted Lord and Saviour, and to bring 
them to Him. 

“If any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel” (1 Tim, 5:8). 


Golden Text 

Matt. 5:7.—“Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.” I do not 
think it would be out of place to quote 
Shakespeare’s classic lines on “Mercy” 
from “The Merchant of Venice.” 


The quality of mercy is not strained: 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from 


heaven 

Upon the place beneath: it is twice 
blessed; 

It blesseth him that gives and him that 
takes: 


"Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his 
crown: 

His sceptre shows the force of temporal 
power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of 
kings; 

But mercy is above this scepter’d sway; 

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings; 

t is an attribute to God himself; 

nd earthly power doth then show likest 
God's 


When mercy seasons justice. 
ELMHuRSsT, ILL, 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HyMNsS 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

“There’s a Wideness in God's Mercy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our merciful Father, we acknowledge 
the goodness and mercy we daily re- 
ceive from Thee. To others, make us 
channels of Thy goodness. Lift us out 
of our littleness and meanness into Thy 
greatness and loving-kindness. Cause 
us to grow in likeness to Him who came 
not to be served but to serve and to 
give His life to save us. By this study 
today create in us a hunger for the 
greatness that consists in goodness, and 
turn our hearts to the Saviour, who 
alone can meet this need. Bless all 
homes represented here with the spirit 
of love, co-operation, and peace. For- 
give our foolish words and ways and 
help us to forgive others as Thou dost 
forgive us. Prosper all Gospel work in 
our world and give repentance and sal- 
vation today to many. Comfort the sad, 
heal the sick, help the needy, and guide 
us into the works of kindness we ought 
to do. We pray in our Saviour’s name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—As Pharaoh’s prime 
minister, Joseph was looked upon as a 
great man, but it was not his position 
and power that made him great. He 

WHERE /(?OODNESS IS 
THERE REATNESS 
was a great man before his greatness 
was seen and used by Pharaoh. What 
makes a person great? Some things 
making for greatness are seen in Joseph 
as pictured in our lesson. 

As a man of large and tender heart, 
Joseph was great. See his big-hearted 
concern to remove the fear of his 
brothers when they learned who he 
was. They knew he could revenge him- 
self on them; but he had no such 
thought and quickly tells them not to 
grieve over their wrongs done to him, 
because God had overruled them for 
good. Then you see his tenderness in 
his weeping during the deeply moving 
experience of making himself known to 
his brothers. “Only small natures are 
ashamed of tears” in times of deep emo- 
tion. Next, see Joseph’s greatness in his 
forgiving spirit. Once he had tested his 
brothers and found them repentant, he 
was willing and anxious to forgive and 
bury the past. Finally, there is his 
greatness in returning good for evil. 
Not only did he forgive and refrain 
from revenge but Joseph also showered 
benefits on his brothers in providing 
for them, their families, and their herds 
through the remaining five years of 
famine. 

Back of all this large-hearted conduct 
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lay Joseph’s deep gratitude for God’s 
goodness to him. When we, too, feel 
our debt to the kindness of God toward 
us, especially His kindness in giving 
His Son to save us, then, we, too, shall 
delight to show a godlike goodness to 
others just as Joseph did. 


Cauecary, ALTA., CAN. 
+ 4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Joseph said unto his brethren, I am 
Joseph .. .” (Gen. 45:3).—What a star- 
tling revelation of himself! Members 
of families have been scattered far and 
wide as a result of two world wars. 
Now, we occasionally read of one per- 
son meeting another and exclaiming, 
“My long lost brother!”—or whatever 
the relationship was. A happy reunion 
after years of separation! But imagine 
what such a chance meeting would be 
if the one brother knew that the other 
had plotted his murder before the sep- 
aration! 

Joseph’s brethren knew that twenty 
years before, they had conspired to- 
gether to kill him (Gen. 37:20). Their 
consciences were at work, hence the 
silence and embarrassment in his pres- 
ence. 

Joseph’s merciful character is mani- 
fested by his silence regarding the plot 
to kill him and by his simply saying, 
“I am Joseph your brother, whom ye 
sold into Egypt.” His brethren knew 
that Joseph was now in a position to 
“pay them back in their own coin,” as 
the world says. And they wondered 
what he was going to do to them. They 
hung on his every word, as they fully 
expected him to wreak vengeance on 
them. 

“Now therefore be not grieved... 
that ye sold me...” (Gen. 45:5).— 
Could they believe their ears! Was 
their abused brother actually appealing 
to them to “come near’! And was he 
really endeavoring to quiet their ac- 
cusing consciences by telling them not 
to be angry with themselves for selling 
him, for God overruled it to His glory 
and their good! . 

It was merciful of Joseph to see be- 
yond secondary causes and observe the 
purpose and hand of God in the treatment 
he received from his hrethren. “God sent 
me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance” (v. 7). 

About forty times in the Gospel of 
John, the Lord Jesus referred to Him- 
self as the sent one. Certainly He came 
into the world to save and to give life! 
Joseph was hated, ill-treated, and con- 
spired against, although he did not actu- 
ally die to save; but the Lord Jesus de- 
liberately came to “give his life a ran- 
som for many” (Matt. 20:28). 
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The least that anyone can do after 
hearing such good news is to repent 
and believe. Make a personal applica- 
tion of the death of the Saviour, and 
say with the Apostle Paul, “The Son 
of God . . . loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

Dr. Pierson once told at Keswick of 
a dozen shipwrecked men who were in 
an overloaded boat laboring in heavy 
Seas, when one of the seamen, in order 
to lighten the boat, deliberately sprang 
overboard; the rest were saved. “For 
which of the eleven,” asked Dr. Pier- 
son, “did the sailor give up his life? 
If Christ died for all, He died for each 
—for no one more than another, and for 
no one excepted or omitted. * The sun 
shines for two billion people of man- 
kind; but I know as a fact that it shines 
for me, and would tomorrow morning 
if not another soul survived on the 
globe. So Christ loved me and gave 
Himself for me.” 


“Haste ye, and go up to my father 
. tarry not” (Gen. 45:9).—It is easy 
to imagine how eager Joseph was for 
his father to hear the glorious news of 
his exaltation in Egypt. And Joseph 
longed to spare his father and all the 
others of his kindred every bit of suffer- 
ing and inconvenience in the remaining 
five years of famine. So, twice over 
he urges his brethren to “haste” in ful- 
filling this mission. 

The Lord Jesus commissioned His dis- 
ciples to “go” into all the world with 
the good news of His death, resurrec- 
tion, and exaltation. Because the time 
is short, and the field ready to harvest, 
and the laborers few, he urges us to “go 
out quickly” (Luke 14:21). 


“And thou shalt dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and ... be near unto me...” 
(Gen. 45:10).—Goshen ‘was the choicest 
portion of all the land of Egypt, and 
Joseph was the choicest person in all 
that land. In other words, all who 
would respond to his cordial invitation 
would be given the choicest possible 
blessings. “ 

This merciful Joseph finds his anti- 
type in the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
bestow every spiritual blessing on those 
responding to His glorious invitation. 
No one passage of Scripture enumerates 
all the blessings the believer receives; 
but I am very fond of this list: “To 
open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheri- 
tance among them which are sanctified” 
(Acts 26:18). 

And as for nearness to God, Catesby 
Paget has beautifully expressed it in 
this verse of his hymn: 


So near, so very near to God 
I cannot nearer be; 

For in the person of His Son 
I am as near as He. 


Wawona, CALIF. 











57 


fter 
ent 
ica- 
and 
Son 
self 


- of 
» in 
avy 
der 
ang 
For 
ier- 
ife? 
ach 
for 
sun 
an- 
nes 
ing 
the 
ave 


her 
asy 
for 


»ph 
the 
er- 
ing 
ver 
ul- 


lis- 
ith 
ec- 
me 
est, 
‘go 








Lesson for June 30 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we come now in this 

third lesson on Joseph to the full 
fruitage of his unique life. We have 
seen his indiscretion as a lad and his 
humiliation as a young man. We have 
seen how he was loyal to his God among 
strangers and in a foreign land, how 
he suffered rather than “sin against 
God,” and how he was unjustly cast 
into prison. Yet through it all he kept 
his balance and dealt kindly and with- 
out resentment toward his persecutors. 
A little later we will see him in his 
crowning act of brotherly kindness. 

At the close of last Sunday’s lesson 
he was taken to prison. There he won 
the favor of the jailer and by him was 
placed in charge of the other prisoners. 
It is interesting to see how, all the time, 
God was working out His plan for 
Joseph. Two of the prisoners under his 
care were servants of the king, who had 
become angry with them and sent them 
to jail. They both had strange dreams 
one night and confided them to Joseph 
next morning (read the account of these 
dreams in Gen. 40). God gave Joseph 
the power to interpret their dreams and 
both came true, the result being that 
the king’s baker was hanged and the 
butler was restored to his former duties 
in the palace, exactly according to 
Joseph's interpretation. 

The butler had promised to speak to 
the king in Joseph’s behalf, but he for- 
got ail about it until the king, himself, 
had a very strange dream (read it in 
Gen. 41) and all the magicians were un- 
able to interpret it. Then the butler 
remefhbered and told the king of this 
Hebrew in prison who could interpret 
dreams, which resulted in Joseph’s be- 
ing called to the palace; and there God 
enabled him to interpret the king’s 
dream. The interpretation predicted 
seven years of full-bearing crops, to be 
followed by seven years of famine. 
Joseph counseled the king to build 
storehouses and gather into them the 
crops of the full years against the 
famine which would follow. The king 
was so profoundly impressed that he 
promoted Joseph to be the top man 
among all his subjects and to have full 
charge of the gathering and storing of 
the grain. Thus, Joseph was advanced 
from being an imprisoned slave to the 
high position, only second to the king. 
It was all in God’s plan for Joseph. 

And now comes Joseph’s crowning 
experience. Following the seven full 
years, the famine covered all the land 
of Egypt and the surrounding nations. 
People came from every direction to 
buy corn in Egypt. Joseph’s father and 
brothers and their families were in dan- 
ger of starving; so Jacob sent his ten 
sons to Egypt to buy corn. There they 
had to deal with Joseph, but they did 
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not recognize him. However, Joseph 
knew them, and, if he had chosen to do 
so, it was his opportunity to get even 
with those brothers for their cruelty in 
selling him as a slave. But he did not 
choose to do so. Rather, he made him- 
self known to them and assured them 
of his forgiveness. He actually told 
them that God had meant it for good 
to all. That is what you would call 
magnanimous—a lovely, forgiving spirit. 
It all resulted in Joseph’s sending 
wagons and all traveling equipment to 
bring his father’s and his brothers’ 
households down to Egypt. Joseph in- 
troduced them to the king and chose a 
fertile part of the land for his kindred 
to dwell in with their flocks. 

Joseph lived to a good old age—110 
years. As might be expected, he wore 
his high honors with humility and 
grace. He had the great satisfaction of 
being a savior (in the ordinary sense of 
that word) to both his own people and 
to the Egyptians, among whom in the 
providence of God he had come to live. 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass” (Psa. 37:5). : 

Fellows, do you know that God has a 
plan for your life? 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn the last verse on 

“The Creation” card. Questions: 
“Why did God make us?” Answer: 
“We are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). 

As soon as I pass out the silhouette 
pictures, please arrange yourselves in 
the order of their occurrence. Right. 
“Creation,” “The Fall,” “The Flood,” 
“Babel,” “Abraham,” “Isaac,” “Jacob,” 
“Joseph.” 

We are still studying the fascinating 
life of Joseph. Last Sunday we left 
him ruling the whole land of Egypt! 
During the seven years of plenty he 
gathered and stored all the food that 
was not eaten. When the years of 
famine began, Egypt had countless sacks 
of grain in reserve. As the famine was 
in all lands, people from other nations 
came to Egypt to buy grain. 

Among those who came were Joseph’s 
ten older brothers. He knew them at 
once, but they never dreamed that the 
great ruler of Egypt was the boy they 
had sold for a slave twenty years be- 
fore, 

Although Joseph _ recognized his 
brothers, he did not reveal himself to 
them. He wanted them to repent of 
their wickedness before he assured them 
of his forgiveness. So he charged them 
with being spies. When they told him 
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that they were ten brothers and that 
their youngest brother was at home 
with their father, Joseph said that they 
must prove the truth of this story by 
bringing the youngest one down to 
Egypt. Then he bound Simeon before 
their eyes, to be kept in prison till they 
returned with Benjamin. Simeon seems 
to have been the most cruel brother. 
You remember that Reuben, the eldest, 
had not wanted them to kill Joseph. 

When the brothers got home to their 
father, Jacob, and asked his permission 
to take Benjamin to Egypt, he refused; 
so they did not go back till they were 
forced to go for food again. Judah told 
his father that they could not go with- 
out Benjamin, and that he would guar- 
antee his safe return. He said that if 
he failed to bring Benjamin back, he 
would bear the blame forever. 

So Jacob yielded and the brothers 
returned to Egypt, taking Benjamin 
with them. They hoped that when they 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Voreph, Man of mercy 
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presented him to the chief ruler, he 
would release Simeon, let them buy 
food, and go home with Benjamin. But 
Joseph invited them all to his house to 
dinner, and they dared not refuse. When 
they saw that they were seated at the 
table in the order of their ages, from 
Reuben to Benjamin, they were amazed. 
It would be impossible for a stranger 
to tell which of these bearded men, all 
in their forties, was older. But still 
they never dreamed who the chief ruler 
was! 

After the meal Joseph told his stew- 
‘ard to put the eleven men’s money in 
the top of their sacks of grain and also 
to put his silver cup in the youngest 
brother’s sack. The brothers knew 
nothing of all this, so believed they 
were now free to return to their father 
with Benjamin and Simeon and the 
much needed grain. 

But they had not gone far when they 
were pursued by the chief ruler’s stew- 
ard and accused of stealing his master’s 
silver cup. The brothers were so sure 
they were innocent that they said, 
“Search us, and if one of us has it you 
can kill him, and the rest of us will be 
your slaves!” You can guess how they 
felt when the cup was found in Ben- 
jamin’s sack! Tearing their garments in 
grief, they all turned back to the ruler’s 
palace and fell humbly at his feet. Read 
in Genesis 44:16 and 17 what Judah said 
and how Joseph replied. Then Judah 
made an impassioned speech, imploring 
the chief ruler to let him stay in Egypt 
as a slave, instead of Benjamin, the 
supposed thief. It was plain now that 
Judah was deeply concerned and so 
were the other brothers, 

When he had finished speaking, Jo- 
seph ordered all of his servants to leave 
the room. Then he wept aloud. Now 
we'll read what he said when he was 
able to speak, in chapter 45:3. When 
the brothers found out that the chief 
ruler was really Joseph, they felt worse 
than ever. Why? (Because he now had 
them in his power and could punish 
them for their cruelty to him years 
before.) This was true. But read 
verses 4-15. Wasn’t that wonderful! 
Joseph forgave them all and even kissed 
them to. show that he still loved them. 
In this, and many other ways, Joseph 
is a type of our blessed Saviour. 

When the brothers got home and told 
their father the wonderful news, he 
and all of them came back to Egypt to 
live, to be near Joseph. 





Note: The silhouette pictures used in this 
lesson are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


. FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


‘\ It’s when you want to fill the nets of 
other people that you get your own nets 
full—F. B. Meyer. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Mercy, Not Reward.—Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy 
(Matt. 5:7, Golden Text). When Thomas 
Hooker was dying, one said to him, 
“Brother, you are going to receive the 
reward of your labors.” He humbly re- 
plied, “Brother, I am going to receive 
mercy.” — From “Spurgeon’s Sermon 
Notes,” edited by D. O. Fuller. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


A Troubled Conscience.—They were 
troubled at his presence (Gen. 45:3). 
Conscience has its say when all other 
voices are stilled. In Switzerland, I am 
told, there stands a small rustic hut 
which is regarded by tourists with spe- 
cial curiosity. A singular legend at- 
taches to the quaint little building. 
Some years ago a certain man did 
another a great wrong. The sufferer, 
instead of vindicating and avenging him- 
self said nothing of the injury perpe- 
trated, but induced the evildoer to re- 
tire for a month to this little hut among 
the vast mountain solitudes. The of- 
fender accepted the invitation with de- 
light, and set off for the retreat in that 
pine-clad valley with every anticipation 
of enjoyment. After a day or two, how- 
ever, he began to feel uncomfortable. 
In the long and lonely evenings, he 
could do nothing but think. And, think- 
ing, he thought of the man whom he 
had wronged. He was alone with his 
conscience. And, at the end of the 
month, he was glad to rush from the 
paradise that had become a prison, to 
seek the forgiveness of the man against 
whom he had sinned.—From “The Blue 
Flame,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Better Than Having Revenge.—And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, Come 
near to me, I pray you... (Gen. 45:4). 
Philip the Good, when some of his 
courtiers would have persuaded him to 
punish a prelate who had used him ill, 
declined, saying, “It is a fine thing to 
have revenge in one’s power, but it is 
a finer thing not to use it."—From the 
Biblical Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. 
Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, 
S. India. 


No Mistake!—For God did send me be- 
fore you to preserve life (Gen. 45:5). 
There is a story that I may have told 
you before of a woman who was in the 
Lord’s work, a writer for some of the 
Christian magazines, who was traveling 
and got on the wrong train, and was put 
off in a little town at midnight. She 
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didn’t know why the Lord had let her 
do that instead of going on to her des- 
tination, nor why she had made the mis- 
take in the first place. But she asked 
Him about it, and sat down in the little 
station wondering what to do next, 
when a young girl came in and spoke 
to her. The girl told her she was there 
in the town all alone and didn’t know 
where to go. That woman took that 
young girl into her care. They inquired 
of an officer and found a place to stay 
for the night, and she led that girl to 
the Lord Jesus that night. That was 
worth staying over for!—From Pastor 


Edward Drew, in the Evangel. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
Gladstone’s Forgiveness.—And thou 


shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and 
thy children, and thy children’s chil- 
dren, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and 
all that thou hast (Gen. 45:10). When 
William E. Gladstone was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, one of his statisticians 
made a serious mistake. The House of 
Commons was stirred with excitement. 
Newspapers picked up the stories’ and 
revealed the glaring inaccuracies, Glad- 
stone went to his office, sent for the 
stastistician, and said to him: “I know 
how much you must be disturbed by 
what has happened, and I have sent 
for you to put you at your ease. For a 
long time you have been engaged in 
handling the intricacies of the national 
accounts and this is the first mistake 
you have made. I want to congratulate 
you and to express my appreciation.” 
The quality of forgiveness is lacking in 
many of our human relationships. And 
yet Jesus said we must forgive one an- 
other if we hope to receive divine par- 
don. This constructive quality of for- 
giveness will serve to make us both 
humble and loving, and will ease the 
tension in many situations.—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


The Sandal Tree’s Perfume.—And 
there will I nourish thee (Gen. 45:11). 
In East India there is a tree that is very 
valuable for its wood, which is used 
largely for cabinet making. When the 
axmen slay the tree it perfumes the 
very ax that cuts it down. There was 
no malice in the heart of Joseph, and 
he was ready to feed the children of 
those who had so cruelly treated him. 
He was as the perfume of the sandal 
tree to their lives—Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Only Bit for the Tongue.—lIt is 
my mouth that speaketh unto you (Gen. 
45:12). A “bit” of love is the only “bit” 
that will bridle the tongue—From the 
Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. B. Booth, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng, 
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| Lesson for June 30 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and. Scripture: 


Joseph Shows Forgiveness 
(Gen. 45:3-lla, ending with “nourish thee’) 


RE our artists ready to picture Pha- 

raoh’s dreams? Is an eraser handy 
for part of the action? Are our readers 
ready to show what happened on the 
eventful day when Joseph came out of 
prison? Does Pharaoh have the needed 
properties at hand? (These are the cul- 
mination of plans made last week.) 

After seventeen years a boy at home, 
thirteen years a slave—probably many 
of them in prison—Joseph was now a 
prince over Egypt! Had he forgotten 
his father and home? Had they all 
forgotten him? Would they ever meet 
again? Read about the brothers’ first 
meeting. Joseph seemed cruel and 
mean, but you will find later that he 
was not doing it to pay them back. He 
was testing them to see if they had a 
real love for their brothers and father 
now, whether it would be safe to trust 
them when they knew who he really 
was. He gave them all their money 
back, you remember. 

Will you follow al] the readings this 
week until] Joseph sees his father again? 
(1) Starve or go to Egypt again? Gen- 
esis 43:1-15. (2) Dinner with Joseph, 
verses 16-34. (3) More trouble! 44:1- 
13. (4) Judah pleads for his brother, 
verses 14-34. (5) Friends again, 45:1- 
24. (6) Jacob sees Joseph, 45:25 to 46: 
7, 28-34. (7) Meeting the king, 47:1-12. 

Except for the story of our Lord, the 
Son of God, who came to this world, 
was’ mistreated, but became the King 
of Glory, there is no more wonderful 
story in the Bible than that of Joseph 
(the latter is personal opinion only!) 
And the most wonderful part is not his 
becoming a prince after being a slave 
and in prison, wonderful as that is, but 
something he did afterward. I wonder 
if you know what? He forgave them 
all. What a happy family reunion they 
had after they got over their fears! 
(Read to class Gen. 45:3-11, 14, 15.) 
Poor old Jacob could hardly believe 
the. good news when he heard it! 
But how ashamed the brothers must 
have been now that the horrible story 
of what they had done was known to 
their father! Joseph forgave them and 
did them only good—do you know what 
good things he did for them all? If 
you do not, your readings during the 
week will tell. Joseph’s boyhood dreams 
of fame, with his brothers all bowing 
down to him, came true; but how differ- 
ent Joseph’s words are now than then! 
Did being a slave do something for him? 

Boys and girls like to dream about 
becoming princes and princesses! They 
play make-believe. But there is one 


thing about Prince Joseph that they can 
really, truly do. It is usually hard, too. 
Every boy and girl has things done or 
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said to him that he does not like. You 
can be a Prince Joseph or Princess Jo- 
sephine and forgive the people who did 
or said the mean things. Do them good 
instead of bad. The great King Jesus 
tells us to do so in His book of direc- 
tions (Rom. 12:19-21). He teaches us 
to pray to our Father: “And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” 
(Matt. 6:12, Memory Verse). 

By next Sunday, when you finish 
reading about Joseph and his brothers, 
you should be able to arrange all these 
people in the order in which they lived. 
Match wives with husbands, put 
brothers together, and place Lot in the 
family where he belongs. Abel, Abra- 
ham, Adam, Benjamin, Cain, Esau, Eve, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Judah, Lot, Noah, 
Rachel, Rebekah, Reuben, Sarah, Seth, 
Simeon. The flannel board is a good 
medium for this review if the names 
are prepared on large strips of paper. 
The teacher or pupils may prepare small 
slips to play. this game individually. 
Challenge each child to be able to ar- 
range his slips perfectly next Sunday. 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OY was watching her mother get 
out the ribbon and paper to wrap 
a present for Aunt Ellen. “What is in 
the box, Mommy?” she wanted to know. 

“That, honey, is a motto that hangs 
on the wall. We are giving it to Aunt 
Ellen because it is her favorite Bible 
verse. A man Daddy knows printed the 
letters in pretty gold ink and then he 
put it inside the nice frame. You may 
hold it carefully, but don’t let it drop. 
We wouldn’t want the glass to break.” 

Joy admired the beautiful gold letter- 
ing. “What does it say, Mommy?” she 
wanted to know. (She was younger than 
you are, so she could not read, you see.) 

“‘As for God, his way is perfect, 
Psalm 18:30,’ Mother replied. She was 
staring ‘out the window so Joy knew 
that she was thinking. 

Joy was thinking, too. “What does 
that mean, Mommy?” she asked. 

“It means that God never, never, 
never makes a mistake. Everything 
He does is absolutely perfect. Some- 
times to us it does not look as if it is 
perfect. But it is. We can be sure of 
it, for God has said so Himself in His 
Word. His way is perfect.” She drew 
her little girl close to her. 

“But Aunt Ellen’s mother is sick. We 
pray for her every night. Is that per- 
fect, Mommy?” Joy climbed up onto 
her mother’s lap. 

“To us it does not seem perfect, honey 
girl. But God has a purpose for every- 
thing. Usually, when someone is sick, 
he is a very great blessing to others 
who come to see him. I’m speaking of 
Christians, you know. Sometimes when 
doctors care for people like Aunt Ellen's 
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mother, they see that they are differ- 
ent from people who do not know and 
love the Lord Jesus. And God uses 
that to help them to see that they need 
a Saviour, too. No matter what God 
allows in the Christian’s life, we may 
be sure that it is perfect. Never, never 
doubt that, my dear. 

“Let me tell you about someone who 
lived in the very long ago. It did not 
seem that God’s way was perfect in his 
life. But see if you think that it was. 
Joseph had been sold by his brothers 
to foreigners as a slave. They had taken 
him into another land (Egypt) and sold 
him again. This time Joseph was a 
servant in the house of the captain of 
the king’s guard. Then, because the 
officer’s wife told an awful lie about 
Joseph, he was thrown into prison’ and 
remained there for many, many long 
years.” 

Joy’s eyes showed that she was fright- 
ened. “That wasn’t God’s perfect way, 
was it?” 

“Wait until the end of the story and 
see. Because Joseph lived always to 
please God, those around him knew that 
he was different from others. So it was 
that once when the king needed some- 
one to tell him what his dreams meant, 
he called Joseph out of prison. And 
God helped Joseph explain his dreams. 
Then, to honor Joseph, the king caused 
him to be next in power to the king 
himself. A few years later a famine 
came—a time when people could not 
get enough to eat. So people came to 
Joseph from everywhere to get food. 
God had helped him to know how to 
have food on hand. Among those who 
came were Joseph’s ten brothers—the 
very same brothers who had sold him 
(out of spite) to the foreigners. 

“It had been so long since they had 
seen Joseph that they did not recog- 
nize him. But Joseph recognized them. 
He did not tell them who he was either 
the first or second time that they came. 
But the third time he startled them by 
exclaiming, ‘I am Joseph!’ How afraid 
they were! They knew that he could 
put them in prison or even have them 
killed if he wanted to. They knew 
further that they deserved just such 
treatment. How sad they were! How 
angry they were at themselves. ‘Come 
near me,’ Joseph encouraged them. ‘God 
sent me here. You did not send me 
here, even if you did sell me as a slave. 
God knew all along that some day you 
and the others in your land and in this 
land would need food. He knew that 
He. would show me how to arrange for 


people to have enough to eat. Though 


what you did was wrong, God worked 
it out for His glory.’” 

“So God’s way was perfect, wasn’t it, 
Mommy?” Joy concluded. “Even when 
people do wrong things to those who 
love: God, God makes it all come out 
perfect.” 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 479) 
1. Twice. 
2. Simeon (Gen. 42:24). 
3. Benjamin (vs. 15, 20). 


4. He was full brother to Joseph, 
whereas the others were half brothers. 


5. Judah (44:33). 

6. They were troubled, for they re- 
membered their treatment of Joseph 
(45:3). 

7. That it was God who had sent him 
(vs. 5, 7, 8). 


8. To preserve life (v. 5), especially 
his own family and their children (v. 7). 


9. To tell their father of Joseph’s state, 
and to bring him down to Egypt where 
Joseph could care for him (v. 13). 


10. Goshen (v, 10). 
ELMuurstT, ILL, 
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Scriptural Sanctification 
(Continued from second page) 


for more than seventy-five years by the 
leaders of the Keswick Convention in 
England, that it is not impossible for a 
Christian to sin, but it is possible for 
h'm not to sin. The meaning is that 
he can walk in the flesh and be defeated, 
or walk in the Spirit and have victory 
(Gal. 5:16). 

Many years ago in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times (June 1, 1918) Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas discussed rather fully the sub- 
ject of sanctification. He considered it 
from three points of view: “I. The Divine 
Revelation; II. The Human Realization; 
III. The Human Response.” Under the 
last he said that “(1) Faith realizes 

. (2) Faith then reckons (Rom. 6:11) 

(3) Faith responds ... (4) Faith 
receives ... (5) Faith resists ... (6) 
Faith rests.” Under point five he said: 
“It is not a struggle for position, but 
from a position. As has been well said, 
the Christian is not like a man in the 
valley struggling to reach the top of the 
hill, but like a man on the top of the 
hill fighting to maintain his position 
there against enemies who are trying 
to drag him down.” 

The late Dr. W. L. Pettingill gave 
concise answers to two questions: “Is 
sanctification instantaneous or progres- 
sive?” and, “I wish that you would 
please write and tell me what difference 
you see in the phrases ‘sanctified in 
Christ Jesus’ (1 Cor. 1:2) and ‘sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit’ (1 Pet. 1:2).” To 
the first he replied: 

“It is both. In its positional sense it 
is instantaneous (Heb. 10:10; 1 Cor. 1:2; 
6:11). In its experiential sense it is 
progressive (John 17:17; 1 Thess, 5:23). 
The end of the process is indicated in 
1 John 3:2, ‘We shall be like him.’” 
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To the second question he replied: 

“All sanctification is by the Holy 
Spirit, even the sanctification which has 
to do with our position in Christ Jesus. 
The word ‘sanctification’ means separa- 
tion or holiness, and the doctrinal 
meaning of the word is to be set apart 
for God. According to the teaching of 
Scripture the Christian is sanctified po- 
sitionally, ‘through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all’ (Heb. 
10:9, 10). And he is sanctified experi- 
entially as he goes on in the Christian 
life apprehending the truth (John 17: 
17). Positional sanctification is instan- 
taneous and applies to all believers 
alike. Experiential sanctification is 
progressive, varying according to the 
yieldedness of the believer. The end 
of this process will come when we are 
presented without fault in His own 
image and before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy (1 John 3:2; 
Jude 24, 25).” (From “Bible Questions 
Answered,” by William L. Pettingill, 
D.D.; Dunham Publishing Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, $4.) 

One of the very best books on the 
Victorious Life is “The Law of Liberty 
in the Spiritual Life,” by Evan H. Hop- 
kins. In his early life Mr. Hopkins had 
prepared himself to be a civil engineer 
and began in that professon; but he 
came to a deeper, spiritual experience 
and entered the ministry. For nearly 
forty years he was one of the most 
trusted and widely used leaders of the 
Keswick Convention in England, and 
had a gift for teaching the Scriptural 
truth of the life of faith, illuminating 
his messages with many apt illustra- 
tions. His book is sane, Scriptural, 
clear as crystal, and shows the reader 
how to have victory in Christ. It con- 
tains only 128 pages and is not hard to 
read. There is a chapter on “Sanctifica- 
tion,” dealing with this subject in a 
full and satisfactory manner. Its three 
main points are: 

“I. Sanctification may be considered 
as a PROCESS; that is, as a work 
wrought in the soul of the believer by 
the Holy Spirit, subsequently to regen- 
eration. . . . II. But sanctification may 
be looked at from another point of view 
—as an ATTITUDE. It may be re- 
garded in relation to our own individual 
condition and conduct—as personal sep- 
aration from all known sin on the one 
hand, and dedication to God on the 
other. The root-thought of sanctity is 
separateness. . . . III. Lastly, sanctifica- 
tion in its fullest sense is a GIFT.” 


Mr. Hopkins’ book is published in the 


U.S.A. by The Sunday School Times 
Company, and may be purchased for 
$1.50; or obtained, without money cost, 
by sending three new, 13-weeks sub- 
scriptions at $1 each ($1.10 in U.S.A. 
dollars in Canada) to The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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Children at Home 
She Finds Her Sheep 


A story from the Navajo Gospel Mission 


NCE again we had the joyous priv- 

ilege of going out to the hogans 
with the Gospel. Last Saturday Black 
Whiskers and I went to his mother's 
place where we found several families 
living nearby. We decided to gather 
all the people into one hogan for a 
meeting. We invited them and they all 
came, and as usual they were all hungry 
for the Word of God. After we had 
given them the Gospel we gave them an 
opportunity to testify if they so de- 
sired, and one of the girls who had 
been to our shepherd camps at El 
Nathan gave the following testimony: 

“Last week on a cold stormy day I 
was out with the sheep. It began -to 
snow, and because of it I couldn’t see 
the sheep. My feet became so cold that 
I could hardly walk, so I decided to 
find a sheltered place where I could 
build a fire and warm myself. 

“When I was warm enough I started 
toward home with the sheep. My 
mother met me near the corral and 
started to count the sheep. She found 
out that I had lost one. She became 
very angry and started to scold me. 

“That evening I couldn’t eat because 
I kept thinking of the sheep that was 
lost and because my mother was scold- 
ing me. She said some unkind words 
which caused me to cry. 

“I told my mother that I wanted to 
pray, but she made fun of me, so I just 
said a prayer in my sleeve and told 
Jesus about the lost sheep and asked 
Him to keep and protect it from coyotes 
and wild cats. 

“The next morning I started out 
again with the flock. Mother was still 
angry with me. I herded the sheep in 
the same valley where I had been the 
day before and kept my eyes wide open 
for the lost sheep. I tried to spread the 
flock as wide as I could because the 
trees and bushes were hiding them from 
view. I couldn’t see through them or 
over them. . 

“That evening I went home early as 
it was still cold. When I got near the 
hogan my mother came from the door 
to meet me. She started to count the 
sheep again. To her surprise and mine, 
the lost sheep was in the flock. She be- 
came ashamed for having scolded me. 

“I was so happy because I knew that 
Jesus had heard my prayer. All ‘the 
time I had been crying and praying I 
could see the lost sheep and I had a 
strong feeling that my sheep would be 
found again, and it was.” 

After she had given her testimony 
her mother said that she was sorry for 
having scolded her daughter and for 
making it hard for her.. She said that 
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she was glad that her daughter had 
gone to the girls’ camp at Flagstaff 
where she had come to know Jesus and 
learned to pray to the true God. 


A New School of Theology 
in Jerusalem 


HE formation of a graduate theo- 

logical school in Jerusalem, Israel, 
the Israel-American Institute of Bibli- 
cal Studies, Inc., was recently an- 
nounced by Dr. G. Douglas Young, who 
will be the Institute’s director. It is 
the only American Biblical studies in- 
stitute in Israel and is expected to be- 
gin in September, 1958. It will have 
an all-American faculty. 

Its purpose will be to give evangelical 
training in the Holy Land to American 
theological students and pastors, espe- 
cially in the areas of Bible geography 
and archaeology. Dr. Young also hopes 
that the Institute will help narrow the 
wide gap between Jews and Christians. 
A provisional lease on a good building 
in Jerusalem has already been arranged. 

The board of directors includes Dr. 
Young; Richard A. Elvee, Ed.D., presi- 
dent; George S. England, secretary- 
treasurer; G. W. Aldeen; V. Raymond 
Edman, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D.; Frank E. 
Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D.; Vernon 
Grounds, D.D.;. Paul L. Kindschi, D.D.; 
John F. Walvoord, Th.D. 

Dr. Young is going this summer to 
Israel to work with Dr. Yigael Yadin, 
important Israeli soldier-scholar, who 
recently visited the United States. They 
will excavate at the site of ancient 
Hazor, well-known military stronghold 
of Joshua’s day. 

Additional information can be ob- 
tained from the Israel-American Insti- 
tute, Inc., 707 10th Avenue South, Min- 
neapolis 15. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








. How I Can Make My Life More Ef- 
fective. By Herbert Lockyer. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.75.) Many a Christian, bound to an 
office desk or a factory bench for forty 
hours a week, or occupied with the re- 
sponsibilities of homemaking, has a 
yearning to be more useful in the serv- 
ice of the Lord. But the big question 
is “How?” and too often that question 
is left unanswered. Dr. Lockyer grap- 
ples with this basic issue in his new 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


book. ; He is thinking in terms of “the 
overwhelming majority of Christians 
. who must have regular employ- 
ment in order to provide for themselves 
and others,” and his basic premise is 
that “their time away from their vo- 
cation, however, is their own, to dedi- 
cate or dissipate” (p. 6). He is con- 
cerned that their spare time shall be 
redeemed for the Lord, and his book 
is composed of a series of practical 
counsels on the theme expressed in his 
title. The first three chapters are in- 
troductory. The fourth and final chap- 
ter, “The Dedication of Life,” comprises 
the main part of the book, and takes 
up, in turn, some of the many ways in 
which lay Christians can serve the Lord, 
He considers such practical topics as 
“The Effective Use of Leisure,” “Effec- 
tive Personal Evangelism,” “Effective 
Visitation,” and “Effective Home Life,” 
and in each case he gives helpful sug- 
gestions on making the most of these 
opportunities for the glory of the Lord. 
He treats twenty-one such sub-topics in 
this chapter, and horizons will be enlarged 
for many a Christian as he comes face to 
face with new areas in which he can 
serve the Lord. Dr. Lockyer assures 
the Christian that he can be more ef- 
fective in the Lord’s service, and helps 
him to answer the question “How?” 


Picture Book of Mississippi;—of Ne- 
braska;—of South Carolina;—of West 
Virginia. By Bernadine Bailey; pictures 
by Kurt Wiese. (Albert Whitman & Co., 
Chicago 6, clothbound, $1.25 each. 
Mississippi, the twentieth state to be ad- 
mitted to the Union, has had a distinct 
advantage in that Old Man River keeps 
rollin’ right along its western border. 
The first explorers to cast a wistful eye 
upon this choice country were Spanish; 
then the French made great headway, 
with the Indians and the British oppos- 
ing the French inroads. Nebraska, the 
thirty-seventh state of the Union, had 
a rugged history over the years, and is 
a very rugged country. Buffalo, elk, 
antelope, and later, cattle and sheep fea- 
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tured in the development of this vast 
land. Settlers first fought Indians, then 
fought each other for possession, 
and there was trouble aplenty between 
cattlemen and farmers. South Carolina, 
the eighth colony to adopt the Federal 
Constitution and thus to become a state, 
might easily have been two states, for 
the area is divided into two sections, 
the Up Country and the Low Country, 
each with its own distinct customs, his- 
tory, and occupations. Pioneering is 
always hard, so it was in South Caro-, 
lina that there was trouble caused by 
early landowners who lived like kings 
while slaves did the work, and, in the 
interior, attacks were made by Indians, 
Spanish, and French. West Virginia, the 
thirty-fifth state—made so by proclama- 
tion of Abraham Lincoln—was origi- 
nally part of Virginia. It is one of the 

leaf as well as 35 other 
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Serving Negroes 


@ Day School @ Night School 
@ Dormitory discipline for students 
@ Free Bible work books and free 
Correspondence School service to— 

¢ Our southern Negroes 

* Students in Africa 

¢ Prison bound Negroes 

* Negro leaders, many lands 


For greater reward, put your money 
into the message 


@ No high salaries 

@ Financial statements sent 

@ Strict economy in use of gifts 

@ No dunning or begging letters sent 

e Accounts audited by Certified Accountant 


Let us be your agents to get the message of 
Christ to Negroes. Help us with your prayers 
and interest. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 
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FOR YOUR LIFETIME!... 


If you are interested in security and peace of mind . . . an assured, 
generous income for life . . . plus a share in training young people 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 
was designed to satisfy these needs. Write 


today for the rree booklet, Pleasant 
Tomorrows, explaining the plan. 
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ible tracts 
by “Paul Levin 


Dept. ST, FA 508, Waterloo, lowa 
wethe poate for samples; tracts are free as the 
es. For tracts printed in the TAGA- 
Loe "ialest write John Hausman, Box 972, 
Manila, Philippine Islands. 





‘more of the same 


Yes, teachers and pupils like 


HIGLEY’S FAMOUS POCKET 


QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S. 8S. ms, Must be seen 
for full appreciation. Ask for sample 





departments. Low in price. 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 


Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
Story papers and helpful visual aids 
available. 


yeah Write for full details 
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 
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an, the slogan “A Nickel a Night for Africa’s 

we launch our latest project, THE 
SIDANE ERS. This is an organization within 
the Sudan United Mission which all supporters 
and friends may have the pleasure of joining. 


With your membership card we will send you 
“Verite,” a smiling African Miss. er hea 
rests on an attractive plastic mite box. 

Simply send 50 cents as members’ fee ‘and 
your mite box will be sent you. Enroll the 
entire family 


Sudan UNITED Mission Dept. T 
14 Park Road, Toronto, Canada 
Enclosed is $--..--. Please send---.mite boxes. 
Name. -<22-20 0 e nnn n en nnn en ene een oecee== 
Address. 222-2200 20cene nec ne ne nennene-=- 
City --2-<-22222e enn nennnnn- State --------- 











Quarterlies or workbooks for all ° 
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most beautiful states with its forests, 
mountains, fertile valleys, and broad 
rivers; and one of the richest in the 
hidden wealth of mineral treasures. 
Each of the states picture books gives 
a map of the state, its boundary, capi- 
tal city, area, early history, industries 
and their development, notable citizens, 
educational and cultural facilities, state 


‘ flower and bird, and many other inter- 


esting facts. Boys and girls of elemen- 
tary school age will find these four 
additional states books a valuable ad- 
dition to the exceptionally fine collec- 
tion which now numbers thirty-two 
in all. 


Evangelism Through the _ Local 
Church. By Roy H. Short. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) “Build a 
rescue ship within a yard of hell.” This, 
Mr. Short declares, as he suggests the 
primary function of the local church. 
Certainly the emphasis of evangelism 
through the local church as presented 
by the author is refreshing for these 
days. While recognition is given to 
other avenues of evangelism, the reader 
is always reminded that the local 
church alone is in the place to carry 
on the most effective, continuing, round- 
the-clock program of evangelism. As 
Mr. Short moves from arm to arm of 
the church’s ministry, he reminds the 
reader of the vast potential and multi- 
plicity of opportunities within the struc- 
ture of the church that can be put to 
work in winning men to Christ. Be- 
ginning with the preacher, he moves 
through the congregation, the Bible 
school, the youth organizations, and 
leaves no ong out of a soul-winning job. 
It is evident that the author is Arminian 
in theology, and chapter 14 should be 
read with this in mind. While Mr. 
Short can be classified as a Fundamen- 
talist, his reference to Kagawa as “the 
shining example of the faith in our 
day” is disturbing. The entire book 
should be read with care; and if this 
is done, the main thesis will make a 
valuable contribution to a great need— 
evangelism through the local church. 


Kept From the Hour. By Gerald B. 
Stanton, Th.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) Will the 
Church go through the Tribulation? Is 
the coming of Christ taught in the 
Scriptures to be imminent? Who is 
the “restrainer” in 2 Thessalonians? Is 
the Church in the twenty-fourth chap- 
ter of Matthew? These questions and 
many others are studied and answered. 
The author is a premillennialist with 
whom most evangelicals will agree on 
major points. There are a few of the 
author’s statements about which some 
may have questions, but his book may 
be heartily recommended to the Chris- 
tian public. There are few more ex- 
haustive treatments of the theme of the 
Rapture in print. The appendix to this 
book makes a valuable contribution to 
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the student of the Word on the subject 
of “literal interpretation, figurative lan- 
guage, and prophecy.” Chapter seven 
introduces “The Golden Rule of Bibli- 
cal Interpretation” and discusses the lit- 
eral and allegorical schools in their 
bearing on the millennial problem as 
well as the Rapture. Dr. Stanton is 
very thorough and systematic in his 
study and clear in his presentation of 
this timely subject. 


The Pearl of Psalms. By George Hen- 
derson. (B. McCall Barbour, 28 George 
IV Bridge, Edinburgh 1, Scotland; 5/6.) 
The Twenty-third Psalm is “first 
learned, oftenest repeated, longest re- 
membered.” It is classed with Luke 
15, the “pearl of parables,” and Isaiah 
53, the “pear] of prophecies.” Its wealth 
of riches in spiritual truth is linked up 
with the deepest teachings of the Word, 
throwing light on many problems. of 
Christian life and walk. Vividly pic- 
tured in this little book is the Lord 
Christ as the “Good Shepherd,” the 
“Great Shepherd,” and the “Chief Shep- 
herd.” Hidden gems of marvelous 
beauty flash from every page. There is 
clear logic and tender admonition, as: 
“He restoreth my soul” by His voice— 
the Word; and His hand—chastening; 
both the evidence of His love.” “We 
must be filled with divine truth if we 
are to grow in the divine life.” 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 30 


This Nation Under God 
(Psa. 33:12a; Prov. 14:34; Isa. 26:2, 3) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

UR topic this week, as no doubt 

many of you have recognized, is 
from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, that 
part which reads, “We here highly 
resolve ... that this nation under God 
shall have a new birth of freedom.” It 
is thus planned, in anticipation of In- 
dependence Day, July 4, to direct our 
attention to the absolute necessity of 
a proper recognition of God and obe- 
dience to His laws if we would have 
peace and prosperity and His blessing 
in our land. 

ye 


We proudly call this a free nation, 
and it is true that we are free from 
many things from which some nations 
do not have freedom today, such as 
tyranny and oppression from more 
powerful nations, controlled elections, 
restriction of worship, hindrance in 
travel to and from other nations, biased 
news, and the like. Just what do we 
mean, then, when we resolve that this 
nation under God shall have a new 
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birth of freedom—freedom from what? 
There are in our land many things 
from which our nation may and should 
have a new birth of freedom, and you 
will find it profitable to have the mem- 
bers of your group suggest some of 
these and discuss them. List these on 
a blackboard. Your leader should be 
prepared, however, to add some from 
the list that follows, in the event that 
they are not readily thought of. 
vg 

One of the evils from which our 
nation could well have a new birth of 
freedom is one that we hear mentioned 
frequently and that we see displayed 
in our newspapers. It is the evil of 
lawlessness. It does not seem to be 
confined to any particular class or group 
or age. You might well discuss just 
what contribution individuals in your 
group make to this evil. It issues in 


armed robbery and violence and mur- 
der, but it has its roots in disobedience 
to parents, in breaking school laws, and 
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flouting local laws and traffic regula- 
tions. 
p-4 
Certainly our nation could well have 
a new birth of freedom from the dese- 
cration of the Lord’s Day. Surely one 
day in seven is not too much time to 
devote to worship of God and to Chris- 
tian service. Yet we find an increasing 
disposition on the part of many of our 
people to use the Lord’s Day for their 
own pleasure and comfort, giving little 
or no thought to the One from whom 
all our blessings flow. Even professing 
Christians seem to see no harm in 
spending the day, or part of it, in pic- 
nicking, automobile travel, golf, base- 
ball, or football, or tennis, and the like. 
It will be well for your group to think 
soberly about their own responsibility 
in this respect. 
we 
Our nation may well have a new 
birth of freedom from self-indulgence. 
We are one of the wealthiest nations 
on the globe today and we have many 
privileges and advantages, yet we waste 
many thousands of dollars on tobacco, 
alcoholic beverages, cosmetics, new cars, 
rich foods, and many other things that 
please our appetites and our desire for 
pleasure. A comparison of our spend- 
ing in these directions with our spend- 
ing for Christian missionary effort, for 
schools and colleges, and for hospitals 
shows an alarming discrepancy. ~ 
4 
Our nation could well have a new 
birth of freedom from broken homes 
and divorce. The shocking increase in 
this direction should give all of us a 
real concern, whether or not at the 
moment we are directly involved in it, 
for it indicates a carelessness in prep- 
aration for marriage and a lack of un- 
derstanding of the true meaning of 
marriage and the importance of the 
home. Each of us may well ask him- 
self or herself the question, “Just what 
do I understand concerning God's plan 
and purpose for the home, and how am 
I preparing to fulfill His ideal, when 
my opportunity comes?” 
4 
Other evils from which our nation 
needs a new birth of freedom might in- 
clude the vice evil, the use of intoxi- 
cants, the denial of God and of His 
Word in many of our institutions of 
learning, and the like. 
ve 
In discussing these evils, it is impor- 
tant that we should see that mere re- 
form will not do, but that we need a 
new birth. It is not a mere washing 
of the outside of the cup that will rem- 
edy the situation but a complete change 
from within. It is not enough merely 
to refrain from certain evils; our peo- 


ple need a change of heart so that the © 


source from which all these evils spring 
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Christian Fellowship 
Cruise to Hawaii 





There is so much interest in Hawaii 
that our Christian Fellowship Vacation 
Parties to the ‘Islands of Paradise” in 


the Pacific will be continued. In the 
autumn of 1956, our first tour to 
Hawaii was offered to the “alumni” of 
Christian Fellowship Alaskan trips. 
The enrollment far exceeded all ex- 


pectations and everyone enj a 
marvelous time, as these typical com- 
ments suggest: 


“Every minute of the trip was 


| r- ti treasure memories of 
Hawaii the rest of my life.” 

“—— was @ most wonderful 
tri 


p.” 
“I do not know how this trip 
can be improved upon.” 
“A perfectly delightful va- 


“T never saw a trip so smoothly 
operated.” 


Our Christian Fellowship tour to 
Hawaii in 1957 will be held between 
the dates of October 7 and November 1. 
You are invited to go with us. First, 
may we send you our illustrated folder 
“Hawaii”? Then, after reading the 
story of our trip, we will be most ha 
to answer all questions, and will be 
particularly pleased to have your com- 
pany on the trip, if you can arrange to 
go. 


Headquarters of the Christian Fel- 
lowship vacation party in the Islands 
will be the ‘Palm Embowered City” of 
Honolulu, from which comprehensive 

ips will be made about the islands of 

u, Kauai, and Hawaii. As special 
fest you will be welcomed to the 
est hotels, restaurants, resorts, and 
ens, and to the entertainment of a 
fospitable, warm-hearted people, in an 
exotic, colorful, charming part of 
America that you are bound to enjoy 
to the utmost. 


May we send to you our free, illus- 


ease address The Sunday School 
Lag mos 13th ee Phila. te 

r.Harry J. Ja ecutive Vice- 
President and =: of The Sun- 
day School Times, who accompanied 
the tour to Hawaii last year, will again 
be with the tour as will Mrs. Jaeger. 


Travel arrangements made for The 
Sunday School Times by The Merth- 
ern Pacific Railway. 
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may be cleansed and transformed by 
God’s power and grace. 


ed 


Notice also that the new birth of 
which we are thinking must come 
“under God.” It must come in His way 
and by His power. We have seen what 
man can do with the best that his civ- 
ilization and educational methods can 
produce. It is time to give God a 
chance to show us what He can do 
for a nation that will sincerely trust 
Him and serve Him. 


%& 


He has shown us the way out. Read 


it in 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, 


which are called by my name, shal] hum- 
ble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” While America is not made up 
of God’s people, in the same sense as 
was Israel of old, nevertheless the way 
back to national righteousness and 
blessing is just the same. Four require- 
ments are specified: 

We must humble ourselves by con- 
fessing our sins and acknowledging our 
faults. God cannot and will not cleanse 
and restore the nation that is satisfied 
in its own conceit and confident that 
it has done no wrong. 


We must pray. We must get on our 
knees before God, acknowledging Him 
as our Creator and Lord, in whom 
alone is any remedy for our condition. 
This includes praying for the leaders 
and lawmakers of our nation and for 
those in local government as well. How 
often do you pray for these men and 
ask God to guide them and direct them, 
and, if they will not be so directed, to 
remove them and put in their places 
men who are willing to serve Him. © 


4 


We must seek God’s face instead of 
our own convenience and pleasure, and 
instead of the golf course and the Sun- 
day paper, and our comfortable beds. 
It is true that God may be found in 
the open, but we are far more likely 
to find Him and honor Him and wor- 
ship Him in God’s house on the Lord’s 
Day. 

we 

We must turn from our own wicked 
ways and forsake evil. So often men 
wish to be saved in their sins and with 
some of their sins, rather than from 
them. There must be a turning to God, 
but there must also be a turning away 
from evil. 

ve 


If we fulfill these requirements with 
sincere and. earnest hearts, then God 
promises that He will hear. The op- 


posite is also true, for we read, “If I 


regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). 

Not only will God hear our cry, but 
He will forgive, and He will heal our 
land. But let us not mistake, we cannot 
have national revival without individ- 
ual revival. Are you willing to meet 
God’s requirements so that revival may 
begin in you, in your home, in your 
young people’s group, in your church, 
and in your tdwn? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 24 to 30 


Mon., June 24.—Gen. 42:6-9, 17-25. 
A Confession of Sin. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “We are verily 
guilty.” Joseph’s brethren, moved by 
the Spirit of God and driven by cir- 
cumstances, were compelled to own 
their sin and guilt before the Lord and 
Joseph. Confession of sin and guiltiness 
is the first step toward repentance. Re- 
pentance of sin opens the door to par- 
don from and reconciliation with God. 
Pray that awareness of guiltiness in sin 
by multitudes in our churches shall 
soon become an amazing reality. 


Tues., June 25.—Gen. 42:24b-34. 
A Hostage in Egypt. 
PRAYER SuGcesTIons: “He [Joseph] 
turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and returned to them again... 
and. took from them Simeon, and bound 
him before their eyes.” Thus their 
brother Simeon became a pledge that 
they would return from Canaan, bring- 
ing with them their youngest brother 
(Benjamin). The bonds laid upon them 
were all love bonds, but they did not 
appear so to Joseph’s brethren. The 
ways of our “Joseph” (Jesus) with us 
are all good, even though very myste- 
rious. The Lord is always better than 
our fears. Pray for God’s people in 
deep, perplexing situations, especially 
those in Occupied China. 


Wed. June 26.—Gen. 43:26-34. 
Joseph and Benjamin. 
PraYER SuGcEsTions: “And he [Joseph] 
lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s son. .. . And 
he said, God be gracious unto thee, my 
son.” Bible language best describes the 
deep emotions of the heart of Joseph. 
His tender love makes one think of the 
love of Jesus, which “passeth knowl- 
edge.” That wondrous love (of Jesus) 
none but pardoned, reconciled, and 
blessed sinners know. It is the sweetest 
thing in time, and the most ravishing 
thing in eternity (Rev. 1:5). Pray for 
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a deep, abiding awareness of the love 
of the ‘Lord Jesus Christ. 


Thurs., June 27.—Gen. 44:18-22, 30-34. 
A Life Offered for a Life. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Let thy servant 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to 
my lord; and let the lad go up with his 
brethren.” Jydah made his supreme 
offer to substitute for Benjamin. The 
promise he had made to his father, to 
be a surety for the safe return of Ben- 
jamin, he was ready to keep, even at 
the cost of a life of bondage in Egypt, 
His sacrifice was not required. Joseph’s 
love had a better way. Think of your 
suffering Saviour’s Calvary love, evi- 
denced in His substitutionary and vi- 
carious death for your salvation! Pray 
for a mighty, sin-revealing work of the 
Spirit in your congregation. 
Fri., June 28.—Gen. 45:4-15. 
God Works for Good. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now therefore 
be not grieved, nor angry with your- 
selves, that ye sold me hither: for God 
did send me before you to preserve 
life.” God brings good out of evil. What 
Joseph said about his troubles being 
overruled by God has been uttered by 
the people of God down the centuries. 
They have enjoyed, in experience, God's 
turning of troubles into blessings. Ro- 
mans 8:28 is the privilege of all born- 
again people. (Read Phil. 1:12, and then 
note verses 20 and 21.) Pray to be al- 
ways prayerful. 
Sat., June 29.—Gen. 45:21-28; 46:29, 30. 
A Son Restored. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “And Israel’ said 
unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face, because thou art 


yet alive.” Jacob and the father of the 
Prodigal (Luke 15) had something in 
common. Each rejoiced in a son re- 


stored. Jacob’s joy had glory in it: 
but the Prodigal’s father had gloom 
mixed with his. The Prodigal Son is 
a symbol of penitent sinners: Jacob’s 
son is a type of the Saviour, coming 
into glory after suffering. Pray God’s 
blessing upOn summer Bible confer- 
ences. 


Sun., June 30.—1 Cor. 13. 
True Brotherly Love. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The greatest 
of these is charity [love].” We are 
all quick to take a prejudice against 
others, so that we need constantly 
to see our need of the love of God 
to be shed abroad in our hearts for 
all others,-by the Holy Ghost. The 
fifteen qualities of love mentioned in 
this chapter are everyday necessities 
for believers. Do you know the 
sweetness of love? Have you tested 
that inexpressible, love of Christ for 
us sinners? Having received such 
kindly treatment from our Saviour, 
let us love one another with a pure 
heart fervently. Pray for more ten- 
derness of heart. 


SVXiIL OOVA 








